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Minutes of Discussion at the 150th Meeting of the National Security Council on 18 June
1953, 19 June 1953

T O P  S E C RE T  S EC U R I TY  I N F O R M A TI O N 
E Y E S  O N L Y 

J une 19, 1953

S ub ject:  D is c us s io n at the 1 50th M eeti ng of  the
N at ional  S ecu r ity Counc il, T hur s d ay,
J une 18, 1953

P resent at the 150th meeting of  the Council w ere the following: The Pr esident of  the U nited
States, presiding; the Vice President of the United States (1); t h e S e c r e t a r y o f  S t a t e  ( 2 ) ;  the
S ecretar y of D ef ens e (3) ; a n d  t h e  D i r e c t o r  f o r  M u t u a l  S e c u r i t y  ( 4 ) .  A ls o pr e s ent w er e the
S ecr etary of  the Tr eas ur y ( 5) ; the  D ir e ctor ,  Bur e au of  the Budge t ( 6) ; A d mi r al  F e ch tel er  f o r 
th e Chair man, J oint Chief s  of  S taf f ; the Dir ector  of Centr al Intelligence ( 7); R ob er t  C ut l er ,
S pe ci a l A s sis tant to the Pr es ident; Lew is L. Str auss , S pecial A s s is tant to the P res ident; C. D .
J acks on, S pe cial A s s is tant to th e P r e s iden t; th e M il itar y  Liai s on O f f ice r ; th e Exe cutiv e
S ec r etar y, NSC (8); and  the D eput y Exe cutiv e S ec r etar y, N S C  ( 9) . 
The r e f o llow s  a s u mmar y  of  t he di s cus s ion a t the  meet ing a nd th e chi ef  po ints  taken .

1 .  A g e n d a  f o r  1 5 0 t h  N S C  M e e t i n g 

The  open ing o f  the  Coun cil m eetin g w as  dela yed t hr ee- quar t er s  o f  an hour  w hile  the
President conferred with the Secretaries of State and Defense, the Chief of Naval Operations
a nd  A s s i s t a nt  S e cr et a r y  o f  D ef e ns e F r a nk  N a s h ,  w it h  r eg a r d  t o  t he  co nt e nt s  o f  a m es s a g e
f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  [ R O K  P r e s i d e n t ]  S y n g m a n  R h e e .  W h e n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  e n t e r e d  t h e 
C a b i n e t  R o o m  a t  1 0 : 4 5 ,  M r .  C u t l e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n 
K o r e a ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  m i g h t  w i s h  t o  p o s t p o n e  C o u n c i l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  a g e n d a , 
s i n c e  t h e  a g e n d a  w a s  l a r g e l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i t e m s  o n  t h e  F a r  E a s t  w h i c h  c o u l d  n o t  b e 
c on s i d er ed  un ti l  t he r e w a s  a  c l ar if i ca ti o n of  th e s it ua t io n i n S o u th  K o r e a. 

T he  N a ti on a l S e c ur it y  C ou n ci l: 
A g r e e d  th a t ,  i n  v ie w  o f  t h e  d e v e lo p m e nt  i n  K o r e a a n d  E a s t  G e r m an y  a ct i o n  o n  t he  i t em s 
s ch ed u le d f or  c o ns id e r a ti o n at  th is  me et i ng  s h ou ld  be  d e f e r r e d. 

2 . Pr e s i de n t R he e’ s  R el e as e o f Pr i s o ne r s  of  W a r 

[ . .. ]  ( 10) 

M r .  J a c k s o n  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w a s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t i e  i n  w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  i n  S o u t h  K o r e a  w i t h 
the  upr i s ings  in E as t G er man y and  Czec hos lo vakia . Tog ether , all  thes e eve nts  p r ovid ed a r eal
c ha nc e  t o a s s ay  Co mm u ni s t  s t r e n gt h a nd  w e ak ne s s .  W h il e w e s h o ul d c er ta i nl y b e s t e r n 
w it h Rhee, it w ould be w r ong not to pus h ahead for  the ar mis tice r ather  than to make any
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S ugges tion o f  w i t h dr a w a l.  T h e C o m mu n i s ts  t h em s e l ve s  m us t  b e v e r y a g i ta t e d  b y  t he  g r av e 
d i f f i c u lt i e s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  c o n f r o n t i n g  i n  E a s t  G e r m a n y  a n d  a m o n g  t h e  E u r o p e a n 
s a t e l l i t e s .  W e  o u g h t  n o t  e a s e  t h i s  p r e s s u r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b y  a n y  w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  K o r e a 
w h i c h  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  vi ct or y .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  r e p l i e d ,  f a c e t i o u s l y ,  t h a t  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  p l a y  t h e  g a m e  t h a t  M r .  J a c k s o n 
s u gg e s t ed ,  i t m i g ht  b e  b e t t er  t o  s e n d  a  m e s s a g e  o f  c on g r a tu l a t io n  t o P r e s i d e n t R h ee . 
Mr. Stassen, agreeing with Mr. Jackson, said that it seemed to him vital to keep on stepping
up pressure on the Communists. This pressure, which had begun to be applied by the
President a nd  S e cr et a r y  D u ll es  f i ve  mo nt h s  ag o , w a s  r ea l ly  b e gi nn i ng  t o  h ur t , an d  c r a c ks  i n 
t he  S o vi et  e d if i c e  w e r e  b e g i nn i n g  t o  b e v i s ib l e .  O f  c ou r s e , a d d ed  M r . S t as s e n , w e  w i l l 
h a ve  p r ob l e m s  to  c ont en d w it h a s  r eg ar ds  ou r  al lf ies , but  w e m us t n ot  r e la x t hi s  p r e s s u r e .
W h i l e  a g r e e i n g  w i t h  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e 
U n it ed S t ate s  mus t eit he r  a s s ume  r es p on s ib il ity  f or  P r es i de nt Rh ee ' s  ac tio n in r e lea s i ng
th es e p r i s o n e r s ,  o r  e l s e  i t  m u s t  s t r o n g l y  r e p u d i a t e  t h a t  a c t i o n .  I f  w e  a c c e p t  w h a t  h a s 
h a p p e n e d  w i t h o u t  p r o t e s t ,  o u r  a l l i e s  w o u l d  r e g a r d  i t  a s  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  a b a n d o n i n g  t h e 
c o a l i t i o n .  T h e  Com munis ts , t oo, w ould be qu ick t o exp loit our  w eakne s s es ,  f or  w hat had
hap pened  in K or ea w a s  c e r ta i n l y n o  v i ct o r y . I t  c ou l d  be  i n te r p r et e d  to  m e an  t h at  w e  c o u l d
n o t e v e n c o n tr o l  th e  RO K .  Co mm uni s t  pr op aga nd a w ou ld s h out  t hat  e ith er  th e U ni te d
S t at es  ha d n o inf lu enc e on the Republic of Korea, or else that the United States was really
responsible for what President R he e h ad  d o ne . [ . .. ] 

3 . T h e  R io t s  in  Ea s t  G e r m a ny  a n d Cz e ch os l ov ak i a

The Director of Central Intelligence stated that he wished in his briefing to relate the recent
e ve nt s  i n E as t B er li n  a nd  Cz ec h os lo v ak ia  to  t h e s e r ie s  o f  de v el op m en ts  w h ic h  h ad  r e s u l te d
i n  w h a t  w a s  ca l l e d M o l ot o v ' s  " s o f t "  p ol i c y . H e  th e n  li s t e d t h e  s p e c if i c  ac t i o ns  o f  t h e 
S o vi e t  G o ve r nm en t w it h r eg ar d  t o G er man y,  an d not ed  th at  th e obj ec tiv e of  al l t he s e ac tio ns 
w a s  to s up po r t th e  S ov i et  p o li cy  f o r  t he  u n if ic a ti on  of  G e r m an y  i n t he  i n te r e s t of  th e S ov ie t 
U ni on .  H e  t hen  w ent  o n t o des cr ibe  t he s i mil ar  s o f t eni ng  pr oc es s es  w i th  r e ga r d to  A u s t r ia ,
Y u go s la vi a, G r eec e,  I r an  an d I s r ae l, cu lmi na tin g w it h a c om men t on th e o ve r - a ll  S o vi et
ob je cti ve  of  en co u r a gi n g tr a de  w i th  t h e f r e e w o r ld  t o  t he  po in t  o f  h in ti n g th e ir  w i ll in g ne s s 
t o pr o vi de  th e f r e e w or ld  w i th  s t r a t eg ic  ma te r ia ls  in  r e tu r n  f o r  c on s u m er s  g oo ds .  M r .  D u ll e s 
t he n n ot ed  th e no t les s  s ig ni f ic an t e vi den ce s  o f  a r el axa ti on of  ha r s hne s s  w i th in th e S ov iet 
U n io n i ts elf . A ll  t h e s e  t a k e n  t o g e t h e r ,  c o n t i n u e d  M r .  D u l l e s ,  o b v i o u s l y  h a d  n o t  e s c a p e d 
t h e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  s a te lli te  pe op les , w ho  e vid en tly  w er e  i nte r p r et in g t he  s o f t  po li cy as 
of f e r in g r ea l pos s i bil it ies  o f  a ct ion  a gai ns t t he  S o vi et U n ion  w ith ou t t he  te r r ibl e r is ks  w h ic h
w o ul d h av e b ee n i nc lud ed  under Stalin.

M r . D ulles  then tur ned to the r iots  in Czechos lovakia, and explained their  or igin and
development so f ar as  this  was  know n. The conclus ion one could dr aw  f r om the riots  in P ils en
[ P l z e n ]  w a s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  s a t e l l i t e s ,  o f  w h o m  t h e  C z e c h s  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  m o s t 
p hl eg m at ic  an d t he  l e as t l ik el y  t o r is e i n r e v ol t,  ob vi o us ly  f e lt  bo ld e r  no w  t ha t  S ta l in ' s  ha nd 
w as  no l onger  ther e. M r . D ul les  a ls o p ointe d out  that  our  pr opa ganda  r eac tion to th es e e vents 
h a d  b e e n  t o  p l a y  i t  v e r y  c a u t i o u s l y .  W e  h a d  c a r e f u l l y  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  u r g i n g  t h e  C z e c h s 
t o  op en  r e vo lt,  w hil e enc ou r ag in g t he m t o pas s i ve r e s is ta nce  a nd to  pr ep ar e  f or  f u tur e
po s s ibi li ties.
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M r .  D u l l e s  t h e r e a f t e r  d e s c r i b e d  i n  a s  m u c h  d e t a i l  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  u p r i s i n g  i n  B e r l i n  a n d 
Ea s t  G e r m any , w he r e , h e poi nt ed ou t, th e S ov iet  r ela xa tio n pr o gr am ha d l ik ew i s e  ba ck f ir ed .
M r . D ul le s  s ai d t ha t t he  U n it ed S t ate s  had  n oth in g w ha ts o ev er  to  do  w ith  i nci ti ng th es e 
r i ot s , a n d  t h a t  o u r  r e a c t i o n  t h u s  f a r  h a d  b e e n  t o  c o n f i n e  o u r s e l v e s ,  i n  b r o a d c a s t s  w h i c h 
w e r e  n o t  a tt r i b ut ab l e,  t o  e xp r es s i o ns  o f  s ym p at hy  an d a dm ir a ti on ,  w it h  a n a dm ix t ur e o f 
r ef er e nc es  to  t h e g r e at  t r ad i t i on s  o f  1 8 4 8 ( 1 1 ) .  I n  s u m m a r y ,  M r .  D u l l e s  d e s c r i b e d  w h a t 
h a d  h a p p e n e d  a s  ev id enc e of  th e b ou ndl es s  d is con te nt an d d is s en s i on be hin d the  I r on 
Cu r t ain , and  a dde d tha t i t po s ed  a  ve r y  to ug h  p r o b le m f or  t h e U n i te d S ta te s  t o k no w  h ow  t o 
h an dl e .

M r . C u t le r  t he n  i nv i t e d M r .  C .  D . J a c ks o n  to  s u gg e s t  t h e  po s s i bi l i t ie s  o pe n  t o t h e  U n i t ed 
S ta te s  i n e xp lo i ti ng  th e d if f i c ul ti e s  w h i ch  t h e S o v ie ts  ha d e nc ou n te r e d .

A p r o p o s  o f  M r .  D u l l e s '  c o n c l u s i o n ,  M r .  J a c k s o n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  r i o t s  r e v e a l e d 
d is co n te nt ,  t he y  w er e  m or e  i mp o r t an t  i n s ho w i n g,  f o r  th e  f ir s t ti m e s i n ce  t h ei r  e ns la v em en t ,
that the slaves of the Soviet Union felt that they could do something. The thing had developed
p a s t  t h e r i o t s t a ge ,  a nd  w a s  m o v in g  c lo s e  to  i n s u r r e ct i o n . O u r  p r o b le m  w as  w h et h e r  o r  n ot 
t o  a b e t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  w a s  p e r f e c t l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  f a n  t h e  f l a m e s  o f  d i s c o n t e n t ,  b u t  i f 
w e  did so we could be sure that heads would roll.

Th e P r e s i den t int er pos ed  to  a gr e e,  an d to ad d t ha t t he  he ad s  w ou ld be  th os e o f  our  f r ie nd s .
M r . J ac ks on r e s um ed , a nd  po in ted  o ut th at th e " 64 - do ll ar  qu es t io n"  w a s  p r e cis el y h ow  f a r 
t he  U n it ed  S t at e s  w a s  p r e p ar ed  to  g o  " if  th is  th in g  r ea l ly  g e ts  c r ac ki n g. " 

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  i n q u i r e d  w h e t h e r  M r .  J a c k s o n  m e a n t  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  i n t e r v e n e  t o  p r e v e n t 

s la ughte r  by the S oviet  f or c es .

M r . J acks on replied, not only that, but it w as  quite pos s ible that some of  the s atellite r egimes 
w er e now  pr ep ar ed to f o llow  the r oad t hat T ito h ad ta ken. I ndee d, he  adde d, th is  co uld b e the 
b el l p ea li n g th e  d is i nt eg r at io n  o f  t he  S o vi et  em pi r e.  D o  w e s ta nd  id ly  by , o r  do  w e  h e lp  t h e
disintegration? And how much responsibility are we willing to take for the results of helping?

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  f i r s t  r e s p o n s e  w a s  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  d e p e n d e d  o n  h o w  w i d e s p r e a d 
t he  u p r i s i n g be c am e.  Wo ul d  t he  r i ot s  s pr e ad  t o  C hi n a,  o r  e ve n  p os s ib ly  to  t h e U S S R it s el f ? 
I f  t h i s  s h o u ld  h a pp e n ,  w e  w ou l d  pr o b a bl y  n ev e r  ha v e  a b e t te r  c ha n c e  t o  a ct ,  a nd  w e  w o u l d
be  w ell  a dvi s e d, f o r  e xa mpl e,  to  s upp ly  ar ms .

T h e q u e s t i o n  o f  w he t h e r  w e  s h o u l d s l i p a r m s  t o  th e  E as t  B er l i n er s ,  s a i d  M r .  J ac k s o n,  w a s 
o n e o f  th e  f ir s t  of  h i s  q u e s t i o n s . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t a n s w e r e d  t h a t  i f  t o d o  s o  w a s  j u s t i n v it i n g  a  s l au g h t er  o f  t h e s e p e o pl e ,  yo u 
ce r t ain ly  di d not  s upp ly  th e ar m s .  I f , on th e c on tr a r y , t he r e w a s  a  r eal  c han ce  of  s ucc es s , yo u
m i g h t  w e l l  d o  s o .  O u r  p r o b l e m  w a s  t o  w e i g h  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  s u c c e s s .  I n  h i s  o p i n i o n , 
t h e  P r es ide nt  ad de d, th e r ev olt s  w ou ld  ha ve  to  b e m or e s er iou s  and  m or e  w ide s p r ea d tha n at
th is  m o me n t  be f o r e t h e y p r o mi s e d  r e a l  s u c c es s  a nd  i n di c a t ed  t h e d e s ir a b i li t y  of  o u r 
i n te r v e ni n g . 

M r .  J a ck s o n  a gr e ed  w i th  t h e P r e s i de n t' s  p oi nt ,  b ut  ad de d  t he  qu es t io n,  do  w e  h el p  t o m ak e
t h is  m o ve m e n t m o r e s e r io u s  an d  m or e  w id e s p r e a d ? 

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s t a t e d  h i s  v i e w  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  q u i t e  t h e  t i m e  y e t .  H e  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w a s  v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  u n r e s t  s p r e a d  t o  C h i n a ,  b e c a u s e  w h i l e  t h e  U S S R  w o u l d  h a v e  n o  g r e a t 
di f f icu lt y i n cr u s h ing  u pr i s i ngs  i n E ur ope  a lon e,  th ey  w o ul d f in d i t tou gh  to  d eal  w ith 
tr ou ble  b ot h i n Eu r op e a nd  i n  t he  F a r  E as t. 
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M r .  J a c k s o n  t h e n  i n q u i r e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  m o m e n t  h a d  n o t  c o m e  w h e n  w e  s h o u l d  a c t i v a t e 
q u i c k l y  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  s t u d i e d  b y  t h e  S o l a r i u m  p r o j e c t 
( 1 2 ) ,  and also whether we should not go ahead to carry out the Volunteer Freedom Corps (13)
p r og r a m  w h i c h h a d  b e e n  t e m p or a r i ly  p u t a n  th e  s he l f .  H e  a dd e d  th a t  U n d e r  S e c r et a r y 
S m it h  b el i e v ed  t h at  w e  s h o u ld  g o  a h e a d p r o mp t l y  t o  b eg i n  ne g o t ia t i o ns  w i th  o u r  a l l ie s 
r e ga r d i ng  t h e V F C.  W ou ld  th e P r e s i d en t a ut ho r iz e t hi s ? 

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  s e n s i b l e  t o  h i m ,  a n d  d i r e c t e d  M r .  J a c k s o n  t o  t a l k 
w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  w h o  h a d  t e m p o r a r i l y  l e f t  t h e  r o o m .  H e  w a n t e d ,  a d d e d  t h e 
P r es i d e nt ,  t o c a u s e  t h e e n e my  e v er y  p os s i b le  d i f f i c u lt y .  O n  t h e o t h er  h a nd ,  h e d i d  n o t  w i s h 
t o ki l l ou r  f r i e nd s . 

M r . A l l en  D u ll e s  ob s e r ve d  t ha t  g r e a t  ca u t i on  m u s t  b e  u s e d  i n  a ny  d i s t r i b ut i o n  o f  a r m s  t o
t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e s e  u p r i s i n g s .  I t  w o u l d  b e  f o o l i s h  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  a r m s  i n 
co un tr i es  w h er e t he r e w e r e S o vie t ar m ed  f o r c es .  O n t he  ot he r  h an d, Cz ech os lov ak ia w a s 
f r ee  o f  s u c h  f o r c e s ,  a n d  t h e  t i m e  m i g h t  i n d e e d  b e  r i p e  t o  s h i p  a r m s  t h e r e  a n d  e v e n  t o 
u n d e r t a k e  t o  s u b v e r t  t h e  C z e c h  N a t i o n a l  A r m y . 

M r . J a c ks o n  th e n  s a i d  th a t  it  s e em e d  to  h i m m o s t u s e f u l  i f  t h e  N a t i on a l  S e c u r it y  C ou n c i l
w o u l d  p e r m i t  t h e  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  S t r a t e g y  B o a r d  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  i t s e l f  a  s t a f f  t o  d i r e c t  t h e 
d a y - b y - d a y  f o l l o w - u p  o f  t h e s e  r i o t s  i n  t h e  s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e s ,  a n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e 
P S B  w o ul d  b e a b l e t o  s e c u r e p o l ic y  g ui d a n ce  f r om  t h e N a t io n a l  S e c u r i t y  Co u n c il . 

T he  P r es id e nt  a g ai n r ev er t ed  t o  t he  po s s i bi li t ie s  o f  an  up r i s in g o r  r e v ol t i n Ch i na , b ut  w a s 
i n f o r m e d,  b o th  b y  M r .  D u l l e s  a n d  b y  M r .  J a ck s o n , t h a t t h e r e  w a s  n o  in t e l li g e n ce  t o 
i n di c a t e t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  d i s s e n t i o n  i n  C h i n a ,  a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  a  r i s i n g  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y 
w a s  t h e  m o s t  r em ot e  o f  a ll  t h e cu r r e nt  po s s i bi li t ie s . 

M r .  S t a s s e n  a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  k e y  a r e a s  w e r e  t h e  E u r o p e a n  s a t e l l i t e s .  H e  l i s t e d  a l l  o f 
them, and observed that in each instance the Soviet faced trouble of one kind and degree or
a n o t h e r .  I t  s e e m e d  p l a i n  t o  M r .  S t a s s e n  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m e n  w i l l i n g  t o  d i e  f o r  t h e i r 
f r e e d o m  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a n d  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e m  c o n t a i n e d  i n d i g e n o u s  a r m e d  f o r c e s .  I f ,  a s 
h a d  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  i n  E a s t  G e r m a n y ,  t h e  Russians could not trust these indigenous forces
and feit compelled to  b r in g in th eir  o w n tr oop s ,  th is  s h ou ld be  ta ke n a s  a s ig n o f  r ea l
pr om is e .

T h e S e c r e t a r y o f  S t a t e  p o i n te d  o ut  t h at  h i s  D e p ar t m e nt  w a s  g i v in g  a  g r e a t d e a l o f  th o u g ht 
a s  to  ho w  i t w o u ld  b e  p os s ib le  to  e n ga ge  in  a  f o ur - po w e r  c on f er en c e in c lu di n g th e  R us s ia ns 
w i t h o u t  i n e v i t a b l y  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  w i t h  s o m e  d e g r e e  o f  m o r a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  t y r a n n y 
a nd  o f  d ep r iv in g  t he  di s s i de nt  pe op l e of  th e s at el l it es  of  a l l ho p e. 

The  P r es ident  quic kly r eplie d tha t he had s uppos ed he  had made it cr ys tal  clea r  tha t if  ther e 
w er e t o be  a f o u r - po w er  c o nf er e nc e h e hi m s e lf  w o ul d  n ot  be  p r es en t . Th e  S ec r et ar y  o f 
S ta te  co ul d  v er y  w el l  g o,  an d c on f i n e hi m s e lf  to  t e ch ni c al it i es  w h ic h w ou ld  le nd  no 
s em bl a nc e o f  mo r a l s up por t f or  S ovi et  im pe r ia li s m. 

As for a four-power conference, said Mr. Jackson, it was his opinion that the East Berliners
h a d  p u l l e d  o u t  t h e  r u g  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  K r e m l i n .  T h e  R u s s i a n s  c a n  s c a r c e l y  c o m e ,  i n  t h e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t o  a n y  f o u r - p o w e r  c o n f e r e n c e  p o s i n g  a s  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  a  c o n t e n t e d 
d e m o cr at ic G e r ma ny  w h ic h o nl y s ee ks  to  be  r e- u ni ted .

M r .  A lle n D ul les  s tated  that  the w hole  obje ct of  all the m oves  that F or ei gn M i nis te r  M ol ot o v 
h a d  b e e n  m a k i n g  b y  w a y  o f  s o f t e n i n g  t h e  h a r s h n e s s  o f  S o v i e t  r u l e ,  w a s  t o  d i v i d e  t h e 
Western powers .
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S ec r e t ar y D ul le s  a gr e ed , a nd  a d de d t ha t i n hi s  v ie w  M ol o to v w as  u n do ub t ed ly  th e a bl es t 
a nd  s h r e w d e s t  d i pl om a t s i n ce  M ac hi a ve ll i . H e  w a s  d et er m in ed  to  d e f e at  an d d es tr o y
E ur op e an  u n it y a t th i s  mo m en t w he n i t s e e me d o n th e  v er y  p oi n t of  co ns u mm at i on .

M r .  S t a s s e n  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  E a s t  B e r l i n  u p r i s i n g  h e a v i l y  u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e 
ne ce s s i ty  of  g ett in g m or e m il ita r y  s t r e ngt h mor e qui ck ly in to We s t G e r ma ny .

C om me n ti ng  on  t h e po i nt s  j us t m ad e,  th e P r e s i d en t o bs er v ed  t h at  t h e up r is in g s  ce r ta in l y
h a d  p r o v i d e d  u s  w i t h  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p o s s i b l e  a r g u m e n t  t o  g i v e  t o  M r .  C h u r c h i l l  a g a i n s t  a 
f o u r - p o w e r  m e e t i n g .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  t a k e  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n ,  b o t h  w i t h  o u r 
all ies  a nd w i th th e Rus s ians . The r e ca n be no f o ur - po w er  c onf er ence until  the Rus s i ans  h ave
w i th d r a w n  t h ei r  a r m i e s  f r o m  E a s t  G e r m an y ,  at  w h ic h  t im e  w e w o u ld  w i th d r a w  o u r  a r m i es 
fr om West Germany.

A s  f o r  a r m s  f or  We s t  G e r m a ny , t he  P r es id e nt  a d mi tt e d th a t it  w a s  d es ir a bl e t o r e a r m  t h at 
co un tr y  j us t  a s  r ap idl y as  w e  co ul d. Th e p oi nt w a s  t ha t C ha nce ll or  A d ena ue r  w as  f i r m ly an d
quite proper ly oppos ed to the cr eation of  national G er man ar my, in view  of  w hat had happened
in the p as t. H e w a nts  n o s uc h ar m y unt il it  is  i ntegr ated under  the ED C . Wha t w e mus t do is 
t o th r ow  a l l ou r  w ei g ht  b e hi nd  th e E D C  o b je ct i ve . H ow ev e r ,  s a id  t h e P r e s i de n t in  r e s p o ns e
t o  a  q u e s t i o n  f r o m  M r .  A l l e n  D u l l e s ,  w e  s h o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  i n q u i r e  o f  C h a n c e l l o r  A d e n a u e r 
w h et her  h e n ow  de s i r ed , as  a mat te r  o f  ur g en cy,  a ddi ti ona l ar m am ent  f or  hi s  p ol ice  f or c e. 
Th e P r e s i den t s ai d tha t he w o uld  d o a lm os t  a nyt hi ng to  he lp  th e G er ma n C ha nce ll or . 

M r .  S ta s s en then inqui r ed a s  to w heth er  th er e w as  an y pos s ibil ity t hat w e cou ld r a is e i n the 
U ni ted N ation s  the  is s u e of  the f or cef ul Ru s s ian  r epr es s io n of  thes e  upr i s ings . Thi s  w ou ld b e
o ne  m o r e  w a y of  ad di n g to  th e p r e s s u r e s  w hi ch  th e P r e s i d en t a nd  t h e S e c r e ta r y of  S t at e  had
been applying to the S oviets.

The  P r es ident  agr e ed th at th is  de s er ve d con s ider ation .

S ec r etar y Wil s on, r ever ting to th e pr o blem of  P r es ide nt Rhe e, ex pr es s ed hi s  ow n  per s onal
op in ion  t hat  p er h ap s  t he  " Rh ee  bu s i nes s "  w a s n ' t r e all y too  b ad. 

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  r e p l i e d  w i t h  s o m e  a s p e r i t y  t h a t  i f  S e c r e t a r y  W i l s o n  f e l t  t h a t  w a y ,  h e  h a d 
b et te r  g et  bu s y  an d s ay  t h at  w e  a pp r ov e o f  w h a t R he e h as  d o ne . C er ta i nl y w e co u ld n' t  r id e 
tw o hor ses at one time.

M r .  S ta s s en then s aid he w i s hed to po int o ut to  the Counc il th e eve r - mou nting  pr es s ur e by
our allies to relax the existing controls on trade with Communist China the moment the
armistice was signed.He wondered, therefore, whether this w as not the time to tighten control
over trade with China, and per haps to ins titute a naval blockade prior  to the armistice.

The P r es ident expr es s ed no s ympathy for this latter  propos al, but emphasized his  f eeling that
the Secretar y of State s hould us e every diplomatic w eapon at hand in order  to encour age the
British and our other allies to hold the line on trade with China until the end of the political
negotiations . We should do our  bes t to impres s  on our allies  our  conviction that the existing
controls on tr ade had been one of the main r eas ons w hy the Chinese Communists  had sought an
armis tice, and it was  vital, ther ef ore, not to r elax contr ols  until we had achieved a settlement.

M r. J ackson then s aid that he des ir ed the Council' s  guidance in the Eas t Ger man s ituation
t o ge t h e r  a n d  t o  f in d  a  p o l i cy  t h r e a d  up o n  w h i c h  h e  c ou l d  s t r i n g the actions  w hich this
G over nment might take. N oting the hue and cr y f or  f r ee elections  in G er many in the cours e of
the r iots, he s tress ed the importance of  keeping this  idea of  f ree elections  alive.

In r esponse to Mr . Jacks on' s request for guidance, the Pr es ident suggested that the Council really
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needed a report from the Psychological Strategy Board outlining the possible actions that
could be taken under existing policy over the next sixty days or so. He w ould be perfectly willing
to call a special meeting of the Council to take a look at such a report w hen it w as  complete,
but pr ior  to adopting any gener al policy w ith r egar d to thes e upr is ings  it w as first n e c e s s a r y  t o 
s e e  w h a t  s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n s  w e  c o u l d  t a k e  a n d  t o  w atch how  developments  unfolded. It w as
still his  opinion, he said, that the time to "r oll them out for keeps " is not yet.

Queried as to whether or not the Bermuda Conference would be held as scheduled for June
29, the Pr esident said "yes." H e had jus t r eceived a mes sage fr om Chur chill indicating belief
t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  w o u l d  h a v e  a  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t i m e ,  a n d  t h a t  i n  a n y  c a s e  t h e  P r i m e 
Minister would have to be back in London by July 7 ( 14).

The N ational Secur ity Council:

a. Noted an oral briefing by the Dir ector  of Centr al Intelligence on the events leading up to the
recent East German and Czechoslovak riots, and the implications thereof for S oviet policy.

b . D i s cu s s e d al t er na t iv e c ou r s e s  of  ac ti o n op e n to  th e U ni te d  S t at e s  as  a  r e s u l t o f  th i s 
evidence of popular Opposition to Soviet control within the satellites, as  pres ented by M r.
C.D . J acks on.

c. N oted that the P r es ident conf ir med his  authorization to pr oceed with the development o f  t h e 
V o l u n t e e r  F r e e d o m  C o r p s  ( N S C  1 4 3 / 2 )  a t  s u c h  t i m e  a s  m i g h t  b e  a g r e e d  u p o n  b y  the
S ecretar y of State and Mr . C. D . Jacks on.

d. Agr eed that the S ecr etary of  S tate should:

(1)  Inquire of Chancellor Adenauer as to his need for  additional arms for  the West German police
f or ces .

(2) Consider  r ais ing in the U nited Nations  the Soviet repression of  the popular  demonstrations  in
Eas t G er many.

(3) Continue intens ified ef forts  to per suade our allies to ref rain fr om relaxing their contr ols on
trade with Communist China in the event of a K or ean armistice.

e. Requested the P sychological Strategy Board to pr epar e, for  urgent Council cons ider ation, at a
special meeting if  necessary, recommendations as  to policies and actions to be taken d u r i n g  t h e 
n e x t  s i x t y  d a y s  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  u n r e s t  i n  t h e  s a t e l l i t e  s t a t e s  r e v e a l e d  by the recent Eas t
G erman and Czechoslovakian riots .

Note: The action in c above subsequently transmitted to the Secretary of State and Mr. C.D.
Jackson. The action in d a b o v e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r 
implementation. The action in e ab ov e s ub s eq ue ntl y tr a ns mit te d t o the  P s yc ho log ic al
S t r a teg y Board for implementation. [ . .. ]  ( 15 ) 

[ S i g n e d ,  "S. E v er e t t  G l e a s o n  "] 

A n m e r k u n g e n : 

1)  R i c h a r d  M .  N i x o n ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  1 9 5 3 - 1 9 6 1 

2) J o h n  F o s t e r  D u l l e s . 
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3 )  C h a r l e s  E .  W i l s o n ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e ,  1 9 5 3 - 1 9 5 7 . 

4) H a r o l d  E .  S t a s s e n . 

5 )  G e o r g e  M .  H u m p h r e y ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y ,  1 9 5 7 - 1 9 5 7 . 

6 )  J o s e p h  M o r r e l l  D o d g e ,  D i r e c t o r ,  B u r e a u  o f  t h e  B u d g e t ,  1 9 5 3 - 1 9 5 4 . 

7)  A l l e n  W .  D u l l e s . 

8) P a u l  T .  C a r r o l l ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N S C ,  1 9 5 3 - 1 9 5 4 . 

9) S .  E v e r e t t  G l e a s o n ,  D e p u t y  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N S C ,  1 9 5 0 - 1 9 5 9 

10) H e re  follow s  a  disc us s ion of pos sible  U .S. rea c tion to Pres ide nt R he e's  release of some 25,000 North Kore an
prisoners of wa r, contrary to the  U .N. C ommand a nd R he e's  own promise .

11 ) In 18 48,  a  s e ri e s  of  re vo lts  a ga i ns t E ur ope a n  mo na rc h ie s  s ho ok th e  a nc ie n t re g im e s  of  Fr a n c e ,  G e rm a n y,
Ita ly, a nd the A us trian Empire .

12 ) The  Sola rium Proje ct, name d after the White  H ous e s olarium where the  idea  wa s first approve d, wa s an
exte nsive  re view of U.S. na tiona l sec urity polic y c onduc te d by the  Eise nhowe r a dministra tion. For further
doc ume ntation, s ee  D e pa rtment of Sta te  (e d.), FRUS 1952-1954, II (W as hington, D .C .: Government Printing
O ffic e , 1984), pp. 323-442. Se e  a ls o G re gory M itrovic h, U nder m ining the  Kr em lin: Ame ric a' s Str ate gy  to Subv er t
the Soviet Bloc, 1949-1956 (Itha c a, N .Y.: Cornell University Press, 2000), pp. 134-149.

13) Early on in his  adminis tra tion, Pre s ident Eis e nhow e r conside red c rea ting a Volunte er Freedom Corps (VFC), a 
Cold Wa r foreign le gion composed of a nti-C ommunis t Eas te rn Europea n é migré s. Se e H . W. Brands, "The 
Eise nhowe r A dministra tion a nd the V olunte e r Fre edom Corps ," Militar y Affair s  52:1 (1988), pp. 7-11.

1 4 )  S e e  P e t e r  G .  B o y l e ,  T h e  C h u r c h i l l- E i s e n h o w e r  C o r r e s p on d e n c e  ( R a l e i g h,  N . C . : U ni ve r s i ty of  N o rt h
C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1 9 9 0 ) ,  p p .  7 3 - 7 4 . 

15 ) A d d i t i o n a l  i t e m s  o n  t h e  N S C  a g e n d a  i n c l u d e d  U . S .  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  t h e  N e a r  E a s t  a n d  p r o p o s a l s  f o r 
r e s o l v i n g  oth e r c u rre nt  is s u e s  a f fe c ti ng na tiona l s e c urity .

[Quelle: D w ig ht D .  Ei s e nho we r  L ib r ar y ( M a nd ato r y  Re vi ew Re lea s e  to  t he ed ito r ) . O n fil e
a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A r c h i v e ,  " S o v i e t  F l a s h p o i n t s "  C o l l e c t i o n .  P u b l i s h e d  i n  s a n i t i z e d 
version in Department of State, F o r e i g n  R e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  1 9 5 2 - 1 9 5 4 ,  V I I , 
pt. 2 ( Washington, D . C. :  G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  p p .  1 5 8 6 - 1 5 9 0 ; 
dok. in: Christian F. Ostermann (Hg.), Uprising in East Germany. The Cold War, the German
Question and the First Major Upheaval Behind the Iron Curtain. National Security Archive
Cold War Readers, New York: CEU Press 2001, Dokument Nr. 46, p. 225-231.]


